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From Vision Document 2008 to Vision Document 2017 

Why a new vision document ? 

In September 2015 the UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda  for 

Sustainable Development and its 17 SDGs (including SDG on “Clean Water and 

Sanitation”) to succed the eight MDGs. 

 SDGs are more comprehensive , interlinked and incorporating all 

dimensions of sustainability  

 Universality: Unlike the MDGs which focused on developing countries, the 

SDGs are universally applicable to all countries while taking into account 

different national realities, capacities and levels of development  

 More ambitious and “leaving no one behind”:  While the MDGs targets 

were set to get us “half way” to ending poverty and hunger, lack of access to 

water supply and sanitation, preventable child deaths, etc. the SDGs are 

designed to finish the job and get a statistical “zero” on these and 

other targets 

MDGs 

SDGs 
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What does this mean for SuSanA ? 

Good news: “SDGs are catching up with SuSanA” 
 The sustainability criteria defined and promoted by SuSanA since 2007 and the 

orientation of SuSanA’s work has been very much in line with the underlying 

philosophy of the new 2030 Agenda and the SDGs 

Continuing challenges  
 Lobbying role will be less important in favor of a more facilitating role (e.g. 

information exchange platform, developing appropriate tools, capacity building 

activities, etc.) 

 SuSanA will continue to highlight  the need for a system’s approach and at 

looking at the entire service chain 
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New opportunities 

 The many linkages between sanitation and targets across all SDGs offer new 

opportunities for SuSanA to reach out to and cooperate with other 

sectors 

 

 

What does this mean for SuSanA ? 

New challenges 

 Responding to the call to “leave no one behind”: providing more focus on 

the hardest to reach and most vulnerable 

 Responding to “universality”: still focusing on the low and low-to-middle 

income countries but be aware of developments in higher income countries 

and use them as showcase alternatives to conventional wastewater systems 

 Contribute improving cooperation between humanitarian and 

development actors: emergency interventions need to take into account 

sustainability issues right from the start 

 Providing orientation and guidance at country level:  

 setting national priorities and translating global into national sanitation 

targets  (targets 6.2 & 6.3) 

 technical assistance in developing methodologies and designing 

monitoring structures at country-level 
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Sustainable sanitation relevant  for most of the SDGs 
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Relevant SDG 

targets per 

goal 

Links to 

sustainable 

sanitation 

Opportunities 

and 

challenges 

The important links… 

49 targets relevant  

to sustainable sanitation 

Referenced  

links 

Useful for: 

• Source of inspiration for our sector; 

• Advocacy for sustainable sanitation in general; 

• Inspiration to the sanitation sector in general and to SuSanA in 

particular to seek and develop cross-sectoral cooperation. 

 

Source of  

inspiration 
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An example: SDG 1 ”End poverty in all its 

forms everywhere” 


